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causing much distress by oppressive heat, ultimately ends in
rain. It may be some form of nirnbua (Enc. Brit.) llth ed.,
Vol. 6, p. 559).

(19) Mrgaya. This is mentioned in three places, once with
Pipru (IV. 16. 13) and once with Arbuda and Vrtra (VEIL 3,
9). He has been called 'swollen' or * provided' with growth
(IV. 16. 13). We are told in one place (IV. 16. 13) that Indra
killed him for Rjisvan and in another place (X. 49. 5) that he
was placed under the control of Srutarvara. Lastly (VIII.
3. 19), we are told that he killed the trickful Mrgaya and others
with his big bow and drove the cows out of the mountains.

Mrgaya has been taken by oriental scholars to qualify
Pipru"(Vedic Mythology, p. 161) ; but we are'unable to do so
in consideration of the three passages in which the name occurs.
The word literally means a beast chased in sport. Taken
figuratively, we are inclined to conclude that it represents a
fast-moving fog which passes over the mountains, being chased
by high winds and which spreads out to surrounding places.
The ' cows ' seems to indicate small masses of clouds (or fogs)
on the sides or tops of the mountains. The bow is the rainbow.

(20)  Rudhikrd.   In one passage (II. 14. 5) we are told that
Indra killed Namuci, Pipru, and Rudhikrd.   We can derive
the word from rtidM, bank (of a stream) or slope (of a mountain)
from rudhi to obstruct, to withhold, and krd, from kram, to
cover, to extend over; and we may thus infer something which
covers the banks of rivers or the slopes of mountains.   In
such a  case, considering that it is mentioned -with Namuci,
we may doubtfully take it to represent some form of mist or
fog hanging over the bank of a river or the slope of a mountain.

(21)  Rauhina.   This is mentioned once (II. 12. 12), where
we are told that Indra destroyed with his bolt the Rauhina^
rising up to the heaven.   See Kalakanjas (p. 65).

(22)  Varaha.   The term occurs several times in the Rigveda.
It has been used to mean a boar (VEIL 77. 10), and figuratively
to qualify Hudra (I. 114. 5) referring no doubt to its ferocity
and ugly appearance, and ViSvarupa (X. 99. 6).   We are again
told (I. 61. 7) that Indra cleaved varaha,.   It has also been used
to qualify Vrtra (I. 121. 11).   We are thus inclined to take it
to represent { cloud '.

(23)   Varci.   This is mentioned four times, always with
Sambara, both of them being addressed as Ddsas (VI. 47. 21).
Varci fcas also been called Asura (VII. 99. 5).   We are told
(VI. 47. 21) that Varci and feambara were killed by Indra in a
place, so high as to be inaccessible (by climbing).   Indra also
killed a hundred thousand sons (II, 14. 6) or warriors (VII.
99. 5) or five hundred thousand attendants of Varci (IV. 30,
15).

The word varci is derived from varc, to shine, to be bright.
Hence we can take it to be some bright object.   Reference to